So ask the master of the harvest
THURSDAY OCTOBER 1 (Lk 10,1-12)

The kingdom of God is built in Christ, for Christ, with Christ. The first way to build the kingdom of God is to pray that the master of the harvest may send workers into his harvest. Without workers, neither there is sown nor there is harvested. The field remains wild and the bad herbs take possession of it. The Prayer according to the intention given to us by Lord Jesus reveals our love for the kingdom of God. If we pray with all our heart, without ever getting tired, the Lord will always add workers to workers. If we do not pray, the harvest will always be abundant and the workers few, because the owner wants us to be responsible in everything for all that concerns building his kingdom in the hearts of men. However, the prayer must always be done by observing all the rules of it: innocent hands, pure heart, forgiveness, reconciliation, purity of feelings, freedom from every vice, absence in us of the transgression of the Commandments. 

Every single disciple or apostle of Jesus is like Moses. It cannot lead a large people alone: “Moses asked the LORD. “Why are you so displeased with me that you burden me with all this people? Was it I who conceived all this people? or was it I who gave them birth, that you tell me to carry them at my breast, like a nurse carrying an infant, to the land you have promised under oath to their fathers? Where can I get meat to give to all this people? For they are crying to me, ‘Give us meat for our food.’ I cannot carry all this people by myself, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you will deal with me, then please do me the favor of killing me at once, so that I need no longer face my distress.” Then the LORD said to Moses: Assemble for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be elders and authorities among the people, and bring them to the tent of meeting. When they are in place beside you, I will come down and speak with you there. I will also take some of the spirit that is on you and will confer it on them, that they may share the burden of the people with you. You will then not have to bear it by yourself.” (Num 11,11-17). Jesus asks the disciples to show their littleness to the Lord, even before starting the mission. Their prayer comes from obedience. 

At that time, the Lord appointed seventy [-two] others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit. He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;e and greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.’ If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment. Do not move about from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.’ Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and say, ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.’ Yet know this: the kingdom of God is at hand. I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town.

The second way is to show the kingdom built up in our body. This rule belongs to Paul: “We cause no one to stumble in anything, in order that no fault may be found with our ministry; on the contrary, in everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God, through much endurance, in afflictions, hardships, constraints, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left; through glory and dishonor, insult and praise. We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful; as unrecognized and yet acknowledged; as dying and behold we live; as chastised and yet not put to death; as sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having nothing and yet possessing all things.” (2Cor 6,3-10). With these two rules, we are credible witnesses and we can proclaim the Word.

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make the disciples to be perfect in everything.
